Z00ok Countdown

Home and Studio of celebrated architect
R. Harold Zook

327 South Oak Street, Hinsdale, lllinois

© Hinsdale Historical Society

This architecturally significant 1924 home, designed and occupied by R. Harold Zook until his
death in 1949, is currently owned by a local builder. The home is in need of renovation but it is
largely intact. If the existing property is not sold "as is," or the studio/garage is not incorporated
into the new residence on the site, the Society is ewaluating the idea of preserving and relocating
the studio/garage for use, in part, as a Zook Museum. The studio, located over the garage, is in
nearly perfect condition and embodies many of Zook’s unique architectural features. If you
want to assist in any capacity with this very challenging p reservation effort, please contact
the Hinsdale Historical Society at 630-789-2600.

R. Harold Zook began his prolific career with Howard Van Doren Shaw, later establishing his
own practice in Chicago. He served on Hinsdale’s Archite cture Committee and Plan
Commission for seventeen years, fostering the Georgian design still enjoyed in the Village
today. Zook designed homes throughout the Midwest that embody superior craftsmanship
overall and contain distinctive architectural features su ch as prow windows, undulating wood
shingle roofs, distinctive masonry walls, exposed beams, scalloped and layered trim, chevron
patterns and spider web designs. His commercial building s include Hinsdale’s KLM Lodge and
Burns Field Shelter as well as Park Ridge’s Pickwick Theater and the St. Charles Municipal
Building, both on the National Register of Historic Places.



