
Hinsdale Historical Society 
Works to Preserve Zook’s Home and Studio 

 
The task of saving both the home and studio of R. 
Harold Zook was a job the Hinsdale Historical Society 
did not take lightly. When it was learned that a 
developer had purchased the home and studio at 327 
South Oak Street with plans to demolish, the Society 
found them selves in a situation where action had to be 
taken. However, to save from demolition and preserve 
one of Hinsdale’s most historically significant homes is a 
feat that requires support beyond the Society. Due to 
the amazing generosity of donors, and the remarkable 
collaboration of dedicated architects, preservationists, 
and supporters, R. Harold Zook’s home and studio have 
been saved from demolition.  

 
This architecturally significant 1924 home and studio, designed and occupied by R. Harold 
Zook until his death in 1949, is now in the process of being moved to Katherine Legge 
Memorial Park by house movers, Dillabaugh, Inc., of Crown Point, Indiana. The intensity of the 
work can be viewed daily as the movers prepare the structure for the journey to its new home. 
The caravan of five trucks carrying the home, the studio, and the wall that surrounds much of 
the home is tentatively scheduled to travel Tuesday, May 24th.  
 
But, this preservation effort has only just begun. It may take years and a great deal of cost to 
restore the home and studio, but it must be done, as it is a piece of Hinsdale’s unique heritage. 
R. Harold Zook and his talents can be found throughout our Village. He served on Hinsdale’s 
Architecture Committee and Plan Commission for seventeen years, fostering the Georgian 
design in our municipal and commercial buildings still enjoyed in the Village today. Each day 
as we pass through our village, we see Zook’s impact on Hinsdale.  
 
The Society has dedicated much time, money, and effort to this project, however, there is still a 
great deal to be done and your support is needed in order to preserve Zook’s legacy and 
Hinsdale’s distinctive character. Join us in preserving a valuable piece of Hinsdale’s heritage. 

 
If you want to assist in any capacity with this very challenging preservation effort, please 
contact the Hinsdale Historical Society at 630-789-2600. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support the Restoration of the Zook Home and Studio  
 
My contribution of $___________ is enclosed.    Name____________________________________________ 
 
Address ____________________________________ City________________ State ________ Zip ________  
 
Phone __________________________ Email__________________________________________________ 
 
I would like to support the Hinsdale Historical Soc iety’s work in preserving local history by becoming  
a member. Enclosed is my check for a one-year membe rship at the following level: 
 
______ $25 Individual ______ $40 Family ______ $50 Corporate ______ $100 Friend ______ $500 Lifetime 
 
 

** Your membership and donation are completely tax-deductible.  ** 
 

 

The studio, located over the garage, is in nearly 
perfect condition and embodies many of Zook’s 

unique architectural features. 
 



Who was R. Harold Zook? 
 
 

Homes with “thatched” roofs, exposed chamfered beams, 
brick, stone, stucco and wood, beamed cathedral ceilings, 
and small irregularly shaped rooms bring Cotswold cottages 
to mind. Add spider web designs, V-shaped windows, 
chevron patterns and cutouts in wooden shutters, gates 
and window boxes, and you get the designs of R. Harold 
Zook. 
 
Roscoe Harold Zook was born in Valparaiso, Indiana in 
1889. He earned a degree in architecture from the Armour 
Institute of Technology (now IIT) in 1914 and opened an 
office in the Loop. Early on, he worked with noted Chicago 
architect Howard Van Doren Shaw. In 1924 he built a home 
at 327 S. Oak in Hinsdale, where he resided until his death 
in 1949.  
 

 
Zook designed homes in Iowa, Wisconsin, Tennessee, and throughout Chicago’s suburbs.  
Public buildings include the St. Charles Municipal Building (1939), Maine East High School 
(1927), and the Pickwick Theater (1928) in Park Ridge, which is on the National Register of 
Historic Places. In Hinsdale, he designed approximately thirty-four homes and commercial 
buildings. Although most famous for the Cotswold style, he also created Tudor and Georgian 
structures. 
 
Zook was as much an artist as an architect. His passion is evident in his distinctive designs, 
use of natural materials, and quality craftsmanship. Zook’s romantic style contributes greatly to 
Hinsdale’s charm. His graceful architecture has enormously enhanced our Village, and it would 
be much diminished without it. Once you become aware of these unique works of art, a drive 
through Hinsdale will never be the same! 
 
Learn more about R. Harold Zook at the Hinsdale Historical Museum, 15 South Clay Street 

open Fridays and Saturdays 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
www.hinsdalehistory.org 
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P.O. Box 336 
Hinsdale, IL 60522-0336  

�

 


