NEWS

Plaques celebrate centennial structures
Hinsdale Historical Society resurrects program to honor homes that hit century mark
Executive
Director Lynne
Smaczny of
the Hinsdale
Historical
Society shows
off one of the
plaques residents can purchase to celebrate the history of Hinsdale
homes.
Smaczny is
bringing back
a program
the society
started in the
mid-1980s
to recognize
homes and
other buildings
that were at
least 100 years
old, such as
the Hinsdale
History
Museum, built
in 1874. (Jim
Slonoff photo)

By Sandy Illian Bosch
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Proudly displayed on front
porches and doorways of
homes and buildings scattered throughout the village,
small bronze plaques celebrate the fact that the structure behind it has stood for
100 years or more.
Back in the mid-1980s, the
Hinsdale Historical Society
began a program to recognize its oldest homes and
buildings. About 100 homes
that had passed the century
milestone were marked with
plaques celebrating not only
the rich history of the home
itself, but of the village.
As the historical society recognizes May as Preservation
Month, Executive Director
Lynne
Smaczny
has
announced an effort to resurrect the program and to seek
out homes and other buildings worthy of the honor.
Smaczny said the original program never formally
ended, but just faded away.
She hopes to renew interest in
the program and get plaques
on as many worthy homes
and buildings as possible,
now and in the years to come.
Preparations for the revitalized plaque program began
with researchers from the
historical society, who have
determined that 10 percent
or more of the buildings in
Hinsdale may be eligible for
the honor.
“Right now we’ve identified
350 to 400 houses that meet
that mark,” Smaczny said.
Homeowners wishing to

participate in the plaque program must first provide proof
of their home’s age, such as
a newspaper article about
construction of the house
or details from a title or tax
search. For homes on the historical society’s list, that work
is already done. Others can
do the research themselves,
or hire the historical society to
do so for $40.
Once the building’s age
has been proven, homeowners are eligible to purchase
a customized plaque bearing the home’s construction

date and the words “Hinsdale
Historical Society.” Plaques
are oval shaped and measure
approximately 5 inches high
and 6.5 inches wide.
Plaques cost $300 for members of the historical society
and $350 for nonmembers,
which includes a membership.
Anyone who has owned
a house can appreciate the
care required to keep it in
good condition for a century
or more. Smaczny said those
efforts, and the heritage of the
village, deserve to be celebrat-

ed.
“It’s about community
pride,” she said.
Hinsdale experienced a
post-war housing boom
in the 1920s, which means
many more houses will reach
the century mark in the next
few years. As that happens,
homeowners will be eligible
to celebrate the accomplishment with a plaque.
Of the 100 or so houses that
received plaques between
1986 and the early 2000s,
only about 65 still have their
plaques in place. Some of

the homes were torn down.
Others may have had their
plaques damaged or simply never displayed them,
Smaczny said. Those homeowners also can apply to
receive a new plaque.
Smaczny said a mailing
will go out soon to about 350
home and building owners
whose properties have been
identified as meeting the criteria for the plaque program.
She hopes homeowners will
see the value in celebrating
the rich history of their house
and village by participating.
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